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First age group

15
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9
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6

First cycle (primary education) – 3 years

Pre-school education

Basic  education

20

19

18

17
16

15

Upper secondary education

General upper 
secondary

(4 years)

Technical upper
secondary
(4-5 years)

Vocational upper
secondary
(3-4 years)

Short vocat.
upper second.

(2-3 years)

VCMC

Tertiary education

Third cycle (lower secondary education) – 3 years

Second cycle (primary education) – 3 yearsCE

Second age group

Higher vocational
education

(120 CP)
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24

RP

First cycle academic 
education

(180-240 CP)

First cycle professional 
education 
(180-240 CP)

Second cycle (Master)
(60-120 CP)

Third cycle (Doctor of Science) 
(180 CP)

Age

VTE
(2 years)

Structure of the education system in Slovenia
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CE Compulsory education   MC Matura course (general upper secondary second chance education)   
VC Vocational courses (technical upper secondary retraining)
VTE Vocational-technical education (2 years of technical upper secondary education built on previously completed programme)
RP Regulated professions (5-6 years long higher education programmes leading directly to a Master degree)
CP Credit points Certification system Recognition of non-formal learning scheme
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